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ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

Prelude                  Prelude in E Major           Henderson           

    Charles T. Hayes, organ    

  Call to Worship & Invocation         

    

Opening Hymn #8           Praise to the Living God        

   1 Praise to the living God, the God of love and light, Whose 

  Word brought forth the myriad suns and set the worlds in flight; 

  Whose infinite design, which we but dimly see, 

  Pervades all nature, making all a cosmic unity. 

 

  2 Praise to the living God, from whom all things derive, Whose 

  Spirit formed upon this sphere the first faint seeds of life; 

  Who caused them to evolve, unwitting, toward God’s goal, Till 

  humankind stood on the earth, as living, thinking souls. 

 

  3 Praise to the living God, who knows our joy and pain, Who 

  Shares with us our common life, the sacred and profane. 

  God toils wherever we toil, in home and mart and mill; And 

  deep within the human heart God leads us forward still. 

 

  4 Praise to the living God, around, within, above,  

  Beyond the grasp of human mind, but whom we know as love. 

  In these tumultuous days, so full of hope and strife, May 

  We bear witness to the Way, O Source and Goal of life. 

 

Ministry of Music             We Shall Behold Him                                

                         Sean Harris, tenor                     

           Passing the Peace   

             

Welcome & Announcements  

             

Affirmation of Faith     

   

  Offering #293        Sweet, Sweet Spirit 

    

   1 There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 

   And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; 

   There are sweet expressions on each face, 

   And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

    

   Refrain 

   Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

   Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love. 

   And for these blessings, we lift our hearts in praise; 

   Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived, 



 

 

 

 When we shall leave this place. 

  

 2 There are blessings you cannot receive 

 Till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe; 

 You're the one to profit when you say, 

 I am going to walk with Jesus all the way. [Refrain] 

 Benevolence Offering  

            Prayers of the People                  

 Sing Together:   O Lord, hear my prayer…when I call answer me.   

O Lord, hear my prayer…come and listen to me.   

            Ministry of Music             Witness (Spiritual)              Hall/Johnson                  

   Sean Harris, tenor                                    

   

  Scripture                          Amos 5:18-24   

  18 Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord!  Why do you long for the day of the Lord? 

     That day will be darkness, not light.  19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 

     only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house     and rested his hand on the wall 

     only to have a snake bite him.  20 Will not the day of the Lord be darkness, not light— 

     pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?  21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 

    your assemblies are a stench to me.  22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and  

  grain offerings, I will not accept them.  Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 

    I will have no regard for them.  23 Away with the noise of your songs!  I will not listen to  

  the music of your harps.  24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a  

  never-failing stream!  

  

  Sermon                                   Learning to Let         Julian DeShazier                              

            Silent Reflection  

            Communion  

  Closing Hymn #473                Blessed Assurance 

   1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

  O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

  Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

  born of the Spirit, washed in Christ's blood. 

 

  Refrain: 

  This is my story, this is my song, 

  praising my Savior all the day long; 

  This is my story, this is my song, 

  praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

  2 Perfect submission, perfect delight! 

  Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 



 

 

 

  Angels descending, bring from above 

  echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 

 

  3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 

  I in my Savior am happy and blessed; 

  Watching and waiting, looking above, 

  filled with God's goodness, lost in Christ's love. [Refrain] 

  

Benediction 

 

  Congregational Response  

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you, and make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you, and give you peace. The Lord bless you and keep you, and make her face to shine upon 

you, and be gracious unto you, and give you peace, and give you peace. 

 

 

 FOR PARENTS: A nursery is available on our 2nd floor (Rm. 21)  

 

SACRED CIRCLE (ages 3-8) AND YOUTH CHURCH (ages 8+) will meet in the library right after Benevolence 

Offering.    

 

JOIN US FOR SOCIAL HOUR in the dining room for coffee, tea, and light snacks. Thank you to today’s host: 

Craig & Kikanza Scott 

                             

    THIS WEEK │ Sept 6-12 

 

   TODAY  No Meetings today 

   MON. 7 Labor Day – Office Closed 

   TUES. 8 God Talk, 7:30-8:30pm, via Zoom 

   WED. 9 No Qigong class, resumes 9/16 

 

THE MESSENGER, University Church’s electronic newsletter, is sent monthly by editor Stephanie Weaver. If 

you are not on the email list and would like to be, please contact the office. News and announcements are 

due the second Sunday of each month and can be emailed to wnweaver@sbcglobal.net(Next deadline: 

September 12) 

 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX VS DETROIT TIGERS 

Join us on Sunday, September 20 for a baseball game! The game starts at 1:10pm.  If you want to join us 

at the game, you can grab your tickets online! Our members will be sitting in the rows listed below, so try to 

pick a seat nearby. If you have any questions, just reach out to Valerie Lilley at (309) 360-6095. 

Sec BOX 524, Row 4, Seats 1-6;  Sec BOX 524, Row 5, Seats 1-6 

 

mailto:wnweaver@sbcglobal.net
mailto:valerielilley@yahoo.com


 

 

 

UCHURCH RESALE SHOP next sale dates are Friday, October 9th 10am-5pm and Saturday, October 10th 

from 10am-3pm. We are looking for volunteers to help clean up after the sale is over on Saturday!  Clean 

up takes about an hour. For more information, please call the office at 773.363.8142 

 

God Talk is on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm on Zoom. Join us for our Spring session “Why do Jesus 

followers believe THAT?” Paul and Romans. The link is on church website calendar (uchurchchi.org).  God 

Talk is open to all who are inquisitive, curious, uncertain, and always wondering about all things spiritual 

and biblical. You might not get answers, but you'll have good conversation and discussion!   

 

Join Charlie Havens for Community Resilient Qigong — a gentle, accessible practice of movement, breath, 

and awareness that strengthens personal vitality and community resilience. Sessions meet every 

Wednesday from 10–11 AM in the dining room. Free and open to all — drop-ins always welcome. Together 

we practice resilience now, so our community can meet what comes with balance, energy, and hope.   

No class September 9th 

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING UCHURCH?  

Email Pastor Julian at: julian@universitychurchchicago.org 

 

Please send calendar events, prayer requests, and announcements for the bulletin and/or website to: 

uchurch@universitychurchchicago.org Thursdays at 1:00pm is the deadline for bulletin news and events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Julian DeShazier 

Music Director: Charles T. Hayes 

Housing Manager: Vince Cole 

Administrator: Danielle Fields-Horton 

Minister for Spiritual Formation: Allen Reynolds 

Minister of Place: Sarah Lyn Jones 

mailto:julian@universitychurchchicago.org

