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ORDER OF SERVICE  
 

Prelude                  Prelude in D Major                G.F. Handel          

           Charles T. Hayes, organ    

  Call to Worship & Invocation         

    

Opening Hymn #17 vs.1-3              To You, O God, All Creatures Sing     

   1 To you, O God, all creatures sing, and all creation, every 

   thing sings your praises, alleluia! Your burning sun with golden 

   beam, your silver moon with softer gleam sing your praises, 

   alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

   2 Your wind that blows the tempest by, your clouds that sail across the 

   sky sing your praises, alleluia! Your morning rises with a 

   song, and lights of evening sing along, sing your praises, 

   alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

   3 Your flowing waters, crystal clear, make melodies for you to 

   hear, sing your praises, alleluia! Your fire, bountiful and 

   bright, remembering your warmth and light, sing your praises,  

   alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

  Ministry of Music               O, Rest in the Lord (from Elijah)      Mendelssohn      

                                                     Lisa Dager, alto                     

           Passing the Peace   

             

Welcome & Announcements  

             

  Offering #293        Sweet, Sweet Spirit 

    

   1 There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, 

   And I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; 

   There are sweet expressions on each face, 

   And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

    

   Refrain 

   Sweet Holy Spirit, Sweet heavenly Dove, 

   Stay right here with us, filling us with Your love. 

   And for these blessings, we lift our hearts in praise; 

   Without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived, 

   When we shall leave this place. 

    

   2 There are blessings you cannot receive 

   Till you know that Spirit’s fullness and believe; 

   You're the one to profit when you say, 

   I am going to walk with Jesus all the way. [Refrain] 

 Benevolence Offering  



 

 

 

            Prayers of the People                  

 Sing Together:   O Lord, hear my prayer…when I call answer me.   

O Lord, hear my prayer…come and listen to me.   

            Ministry of Music              Revelation 19               Jeffrey LaValley                  

       Bunton Sanctuary Choir & UChurch Praise Ensemble  

                Recorded by Minister Stephen Hurd  
  Hallelujah, salvation and glory  

  Honor and power unto the Lord our God  

  For the Lord our God is mighty  

  Yes, The Lord our God is omnipotent  

  The Lord our god He is wonderful  

 

  Alto:  

  All praises be to the King of Kings  

  and the Lord our god  

  He is wonderful  

   

  Sopranos:  

  Hallelujah  

  Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah Hallelujah  

  Hallelujah, He is wonderful  

 

  Tenor:  

  Hallelujah, salvation and glory  

  Honor and power He is wonderful 

                              

  Scripture                            Ephesians 3:16-21  

  16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his  
  Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And  

  pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with  

  all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love  

  of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled  

  to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably  

  more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to  

  him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever  

  and ever! Amen.  

     

     Sermon                                 Learning to Comprehend            Julian DeShazier                              

            Silent Reflection  

            Communion  

  Closing Hymn #553            There Is a Balm in Gilead 

   Refrain 

  There is a balm in Gilead 

  to make the wounded whole, 



 

 

 

  there is a balm in Gilead 

  to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

   1 Sometimes I feel discouraged, 

  and think my work’s in vain, 

  But then the Holy Spirit 

  revives my soul again. [Refrain] 

    

   2 Don’t ever be discouraged, 

  for Jesus is your friend, 

  who, if you lack for knowledge, 

  will never fail to lend. [Refrain] 

 

   3 If you cannot preach like Peter, 

  if you cannot pray like Paul, 

  you can tell the love of Jesus, 

  who died to save us all. [Refrain] 

 

Benediction 

 

  Congregational Response  

 

The Lord Bless You and Keep You   

 

The Lord bless you and keep you, and make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you, and give you peace. The Lord bless you and keep you, and make her face to shine upon 

you, and be gracious unto you, and give you peace, and give you peace. 

 

 

 FOR PARENTS: A nursery is available on our 2nd floor (Rm. 21)  

 

SACRED CIRCLE (ages 3-8) AND YOUTH CHURCH (ages 8+) will meet in the library right after Benevolence 

Offering.    

 

JOIN US FOR SOCIAL HOUR in the dining room for coffee, tea, and light snacks. Thank you to today’s hosts: 

Alison Janus & Olivia Ndyabagye 

                             

     THIS WEEK │ Sept 27-Oct 3 

 

   TODAY  BLM Meeting, 12;15pm, library 

   TODAY  Finance Committee Meeting, 12:15pm, sanctuary 

   TUES. 29 God Talk, 7:30-8:30pm, via Zoom 

   WED. 30 Qigong, 10-11am, dining room 

 

 



 

 

 

UCHURCH RESALE SHOP next sale dates are Friday, October 9th 10am-5pm and Saturday, October 10th 

from 10am-3pm. We are looking for volunteers to help clean up after the sale is over on Saturday!  Clean 

up takes about an hour. For more information, please call the office at 773.363.8142 

 

THE MESSENGER, University Church’s electronic newsletter, is sent monthly by editor Stephanie Weaver. If 

you are not on the email list and would like to be, please contact the office. News and announcements are 

due the second Sunday of each month and can be emailed to wnweaver@sbcglobal.net(Next deadline: 

Oct. 11) 

 

100 YEARS OF GENIUS: A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION FOR  

OSCAR BROWN JR. (late father of UChurch member Maggie Brown) 

Saturday, October 10th, VIP reception 5:30pm, show starts at 7:00pm at the Reva & David Logan Center 

for the Arts Performance Hall, 915 E 60th Street, Chicago; Tickets available through UChicago Box office at 

https://tickets.uchicago.edu/ 

 

God Talk is on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-8:30pm on Zoom. Join us for our Spring session “Why do Jesus 

followers believe THAT?” Paul and Romans. The link is on church website calendar (uchurchchi.org).  God 

Talk is open to all who are inquisitive, curious, uncertain, and always wondering about all things spiritual 

and biblical. You might not get answers, but you'll have good conversation and discussion!   

 

Join Charlie Havens for Community Resilient Qigong — a gentle, accessible practice of movement, breath, 

and awareness that strengthens personal vitality and community resilience. Sessions meet every 

Wednesday from 10–11 AM in the dining room. Free and open to all — drop-ins always welcome. Together 

we practice resilience now, so our community can meet what comes with balance, energy, and hope.   

 

INTERESTED IN JOINING UCHURCH?  

Email Pastor Julian at: julian@universitychurchchicago.org 

 

Please send calendar events, prayer requests, and announcements for the bulletin and/or website to: 

uchurch@universitychurchchicago.org Thursdays at 1:00pm is the deadline for bulletin news and events. 

 

   NEW OFFICE HOURS!       

  We’ve updated our office hours! Please take note of our new schedule: 
   Monday: 12-4pm 

     Tuesday–Thursday: 10:00 AM–4:00 PM 
               Friday: Closed 

 

  
 

STAFF 

Senior Pastor: Julian DeShazier 

Music Director: Charles T. Hayes 

Housing Manager: Vince Cole 

Administrator: Danielle Fields-Horton 

Minister for Spiritual Formation: Allen Reynolds 

Minister of Place: Sarah Lyn Jones 

mailto:wnweaver@sbcglobal.net
https://tickets.uchicago.edu/
mailto:julian@universitychurchchicago.org


 

 

 

 

   

   SANCTUARY WORKING GROUP  

FALL BENEFIT 

 

University Church is a member of the Sanctuary Working Group (SWG), a network in 

the Chicagoland area working to assist immigrants.  

 

Join us for a night of celebration, community, and solidarity. We will have delicious 

food, amazing performances, and speakers that will share what we have been doing in 

the past year. 

 

   When:    Saturday, October 24 

                      5pm-9pm 
 
   Where: Xoco House Gallery  

             2317 West 18th Street 

                     Chicago, IL 
 
 

  Tickets: bit.ly/SWGFundraiser26. We aim for a table of 8   

  UChurch members at $50/person.  

   

   RSVP to sharon.huntersmith@gmail.com 
 

http://bit.ly/SWGFundraiser26
https://d.docs.live.net/3152870aaca3fee0/Documents/sharon.huntersmith@gmail.com

